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Se ns So - $ ERSS d 
The story of the coronavirus here is a story of people like (clockwise from top left) Dr. Michael Mina, Dr. Sandra 
Smole, Joe Ramirez, Governor Charlie Baker, Dr. Monica Bharel, Rick Bua, Gladys Vega, and Dr. Clarisse Kilayko. 


THE VIRUS’S TALE 


Track the pandemic 
here to its roots and 
you find a story 
driven by heroics, 
ingenuity, error, 
suffering, and a 
hard question: How 
could a state 
famous for health 
care excellence have 
suffered such a vast 


STORY By NEIL SWIDEy, EVAN ALLEN, AND 
Bos HOHLER| GLOBE STAFF 


PuHotos By ERIN CLARK | GLOBE STAFF 


hy are you calling us?” 
the state epidemiolo- 
gist asked on the 
phone. 

Dr. Clarisse Kilayko, 
alone on the western 


edge of Massachusetts in an empty corner 
of a nursing unit at Berkshire Medical 
Center in Pittsfield, tried again to explain. 
Her patient had all the symptoms of 
the novel coronavirus she had read about 
in studies out of Wuhan and Washington: 
pneumonia, fever, dry cough, exhaustion, 
and lung scans that glowed white and 


other end of the line. But she knew the 
womans role. This on-call epidemiologist 
for the state Department of Public 
Health’s hotline was a gatekeeper. And ac- 
cording to the state of Massachusetts on 
Tuesday, March 3, the virus had scarcely 
arrived here. Outbreaks in China and Italy 
were raging, but there were just over 100 
official cases dotting the US, most of them 
a continent away in Washington and Cali- 
fornia. There had been two sick people 
identified in Massachusetts, but both 
were infected overseas and both were 
quickly isolated. As far as the state was 


Leaders urge 
calm, brace 
for unrest 


Minn. activates 
National Guard 
amid protests 


By John Eligon, 
Matt Furber, 
and Campbell Robertson 
NEW YORK TIMES 

MINNEAPOLIS — The na- 
tion was rocked again Saturday 
night as demonstrators clashed 
with police from outside the 
White House gates to the 
streets of more than two dozen 
besieged cities, as outrage over 
the death of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis traversed a razor’s 
edge between protest and civic 
meltdown. 

Governor Tim Walz of Min- 
nesota activated thousands of 
National Guard troops — up to 
13,200 — to control protesters 
in Minneapolis who turned out 
in droves for the fifth consecu- 
tive night Saturday after burn- 
ing buildings to the ground, fir- 
ing guns near the police and 
overwhelming officers the 
night before. But he declined 
the Army’s offer to deploy mili- 
tary police units. 

Rallies, looting, and unrest 
expanded far beyond Minneap- 
olis, with protesters destroying 
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YVONNE 
ABRAHAM 


COMMENTARY 


The fire 
this time 


Who gets to breathe free in 
this America? 

Not your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses, demon- 
ized by the president and his 
acolytes as invaders, infectors, 
and rapists. Not the wretched 
refuse of other teeming shores, 
countries he has derided in one 
scatological swoop. 

Not the wretched souls of 
our own, either. Black Ameri- 
cans are entering a fifth centu- 
ry of miseries, the shackles that 
held those first generations re- 
placed by less overt restraints, 
with locks that snap shut in 
courtrooms, schools, legislative 
chambers, and the nondescript 
offices of bank managers and 
election officials. Tired doesn’t 
even begin to capture it. 

Not George Floyd, his neck 
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A demonstrator raised a fist Saturday near the White House. 


HANDS TO HEAL, 
HANDS TO KILL 


loss of human life? 


THE PRESIDENT 


hazy. She had to test him. 
No. It’s just not possible, the epidemi- 
ologist said. It had to be something else. 


Kilayko didn’t know the voice on the 


concerned, the novel coronavirus was still 
a faraway problem. 
Kilayko’s patient was a 66-year-old 
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A role Trump mostly eschews: consoler 


By Jess Bidgood 
and Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — When 
dusk falls in Franklin Town- 
ship, N.J., blue lights on the 
town gazebo pierce the dark- 
ness, one for every person in 


town who has died from the 
coronavirus: 118 so far. 

To Michael Steinbruck, 54, 
a resident of the community 
of 70,000 who keeps up this 
makeshift memorial with his 
family, it is a small gesture to 
mark a collective loss and a 


sign of support for grieving 
families, even if he does not 
know whose name belongs to 
each light. There are too 
many. 

“We want each family who 
does know the name to know 
that we as a town don’t for- 


get,” said Steinbruck. 

On Wednesday, the same 
day Steinbruck’s wife, Kim, 
hung three new bulbs on the 
gazebo, the country recorded 
its 100,000th death from the 
virus, a devastating milestone 
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Cool change 


Sunday: Sunny, breezy. 
High: 67-72. Low: 47-52. 


Monday: Cooler. Some sun. 


Complete report, B16. 
Deaths, C15-32. 


He was a surgical superstar, but darkness 
trailed Dr. Ingolf Tuerk, too, darkness that 
one violent evening turned to night 


By Hanna Krueger and Tonya Alanez 
GLOBE STAFF 

When Ingolf Tuerk was a young doctor at Charité Hospital 
in Berlin, a few years after the wall fell, audiences gathered to 
watch him operate, astonished by his skill. A star athlete 
turned star surgeon, Tuerk would shape the field of urology 
through his discipline and determination, pioneering several 
breakthrough techniques. 

“He was a master of the craft,” Steffan Loening, then-chair 
of urology at Charité, recalled of his star protege, who once 
swiftly repaired a hemorrhaging artery during a radical pro- 
cedure before a packed gallery that erupted in applause when 
Tuerk was done. “He must have completely fallen apart.” 

Tuerk, 58, is now accused of murdering his estranged 
wife, Kathleen McLean, 45, in a violent attack culminating 
months of alleged abuse. 

Prosecutors say that Tuerk, the former head of urology at 
St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, has admitted to strangling 
McLean in the midst of a bitter divorce and dumping her 
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